
British Protection in the Ottoman Dominions 


and I mn tiirected by the Mfiiquis of Salisbury to convey to you liis appreciatioirof the 
care witli wliich it has been drawn tip* 

You are authorized to charge the amount of expenses wdiich you have incurred^ viz», 
Sf* I Os, in your next quarterly account, 

I ivjll now proceed to deal w'ith the vaiiouft questions upon wlucli you request 
instructions. 

L You state that it has been tlic practice at Cairo to regard the children of 
naturalized British subjects as entitled to Britisli protection during their minority, and to 
protect tlieni accordingly; and you inquire whether such persons upon reaching tlie age of 
2\ should^ upon their applicationj be registered as naturalized British subjects. 

In reply, 1 am to state that sucli a]>plicants should in every case be retiuired to furnish 
Informalioirupou tiic following points 

(1.) The date of their birth, and wdiether it took place before or after liieir father's 
naturalization; 

(2.) The place of their birth, whether in Her Majesty's dominions or abroad; 

(3.) Whether, during infancy, the child was resident in the United Kingdom with ids 
lather, being a naturalized Biiti&h subject, or mother (being cither the widow of such 
iiaturalizcfl British subject, or having herself become natumlized during widowhood); 

(4.) Wlietljcr the falbcr has hcen naturalized in the United Kingdom or in a British 
Colony, since the effects of natuializuLion in a British Colony do not extend beyond the 
limits of that particular Colony. 

ChildiTii of a naturalized British subject, born out of Her Majesty's dominioiiSj either 
before or after the naturalization of the [larcrit, are to be deemed naturalized Biltish subjects 
if, during infancy, they became resident in tiic United Kingdom with their father, being 
a naturalized British subject, or with their mother, being the widow of such natumlized 
Jiritish subject, or having hei’sclf become naturalized during widowhood* If they did 
not become so resident, they rcmuiii aliens. 

Such children of a naturalized British subject as are born in Her Majesty's dominions, 
either before or after the naturaUzatiou, arc, like all other clnldi^n so born, uatural-boin 
British subjects, which status they rctaiii cvcryivheve, except (1) in the case wiiere, at the 
time of their birth, they became, under the law of any foreign^ State, subjects of such 
State, and have suhsLtjucutly, ns regards tiieir British nationality, niadc a declaration 
of alienage, in the manner provided by section 4 of ^‘Thc Naturalization Act, 1S70;” 
or (2) in liic ease where they have ** voluivtarily become naturalized " in a foreign State, 
under t)vo [Jio vis ions of section 0 of the same Act. 

In both these cases they cease to be British subjects. 

As regards the national status of women, according to English law a married woman 
is deemed to be a subject of the State of which her husband is for tlio time being a subject; 











nnd upon tbe tlealli of lacr husbaiiJ, a uiilow, hcinj a natural-born Butisli subject, but 
liavlu^' become an aUoabv^orici consequence of her niarrK^e. continues to be deemed 
an alfetii Smt she mav obtain si certificate of Tcsuliiiission to Dritisii nalionnbty at anv 
time during T\idoT\dioo[l ia the manner provided hy the NaturuJiKation Aut of 1870, 

sectionE 10 (2) and 8 h ■ , . t *1 n + 

2. With reference to the I5ilti&li-[>TOleated iJcreonB ineiudcd in the Ketum* you 

innuire vvliethur sueli TU'otcelion should be contiuutidi and, if £0^ on "hat teuiis- 

Lirion tliis point I am to furnitb you witli the folbwiiig general mstruetums for your 
guidance, and if, after tlicir T[!CCf|rt-4 you shonld still be in doubt ati lo any paTticidar 
case, vuu are ot libertv to refer it to this Office for dcqisioii. 

Kvcrv iicrsou born within Jler Majesty's (iomiuicins is n nahiral-borii liiitisli su.jject, 
and is, so long as he or elie remuins a Britisli svibject, ciUitledj aa suciij. to Hritisli protec¬ 
tion ubi^oad. . . 

A natnvahbani lli'itlsh subject can only ccaiic to be a Kriltsh subject (1) by inaknig 
a dccinTtition of alicntige, utulcf tbc circumstances coutCTuplatcd by section ^ of the Act 
of l&'O; or (2) by “voluntarily licodiining mituralir.cd ill a foreign Stute/ 05 provitled by 

fieetion [j ofllic sSimc AijU ► ^ , 1 ■ - 

Iluttbe cliildren of foreign |>arenttii altUongh horn witlun Ifer Majusty s domiuLoha, 
cannot lie protected by ]ler ^lujcstv’s Government in the country of tntiir lalbcis 
nationality unless they'l«ivc become legally divcitctUf such nationality as they (tcnvwl 
from their iiithei*', so long, however, as lliey remain British subjicetSj they wiu be so 

pruteclMl e]sc\vhei P+ ^ ^ , ■ 1 

JTatives of the Ionian Islnnds nre no longer ciiiillcd tu lliitLsIi prolectioii, suoli 

protectiun huvuig been withd rawn after the cession of tliosu I stands to Grceec in Ibfulj, by 
Cirealar dated t!ic 2iid June of that ycftr+ 

Natives of lirltisli-proteeled terrilovy are Brilish-protectccl [itinsonsi and as sucli are 

entitled to llritish protcclioiu ^ ^ 1 ■ 1 

Proludioii limy also, in accoidancc willi tbc pvaelmc followed m the Utlomau 
dumiuioii^, be extended M> a liirsited extent Lo foreigners or lo Turkish in [be 

(service of a Brlibb Cunsuiate; but, us n rule, such protection ccufioii witti iliu coBsation 
t)f the service ill respi'Ol iif wliieh it bos been enjoyed, and it is tlio-ugbt iiiost desu'.iblo 
that Ibc grant of Hrilisli pnitectlon to pui-sons wlio are not BrUbh »iibjcotB should be 

distoiungofl as luueli as poHsHile. 11 r - . , ^ 

The wife iind infant cbildi'un of an Ottoiiian fluhjecl wlio is undci' lii'itisli protection 
hv rcuson of his being in tbc service of a llritisli Consulate, m e also cutkled to Hritiab 
p'rotcctioTi during tlic conllriuftisce of the service in respect of which tbc Inisbaiid or lather 
is protected i Imt, U|30[| the ccBsalioii of such but vice^ through liis death or otherwise, 
they cease to be entitled to protection. 

' With rcgiird Ui tiic protcclicm of Brilisli Indian subjeetB or prutceted persons, yon 
Bhould hear in mind llml, by tlie Turktsli Law of ibe Itfth Jmiuaiy, 18 b 0 , ctaildren of 
Turkifiii subjects are now* whetlier horn within tjr without the Ottoman dominious, held 
to lie 'rnrhish subjects ^ and that, a& the Turkish Cireulur of the SGth Mareti, 
expressly stsited that tiic tihove haw whb not to have 11 retrospccllvc ctfect, Britiah Iruliiin 
EUbjetls or pixitcetocl porRomi of Turkish origin, wim iuivc been registered at lliitlsh 
Consulates in tlm OUoman [lominiciiiB prior to the pQBsing of tlic above Law, are on a 
ddlerciit fooling witliiii the OLtonuni doininioais tu ibuse who have been registered since 
Ihiil iliitu, and JU'ci entitled to UriLish prelcelbin 

Willi regard to the latter, it wjis decided in IS8T. in view of the ut tile tie of Uic 
Turkiili autborllLtrs, that it would be better to dcfoi^ any general cxannualimi iiilo all 
ciucstiuns u( diaputtid nstiioiialltyj uisd to deal only witli Catli case it might arise. 

U. You im|uire wlielbvr pfotecrion slioold ho cKteiidcd to purLiea who may apply tor 
registration on tlie strcngtli of certificates grunted to tbciii by ilrilUh Uonsnlales in Syria 
or elstiwlicrc as Hritish-protectcd ijcrsous. 

|[i reply, I am to slate that tbcrc is no uhjcclion to such a cont^e, provided that cure 
be laken to aseertuin us liir us jiusaiblc wbethci the eertilicalu lias h;en properly ohUilned, 
and wbctlitr or nol ibc (jrotcelion once granted Ims been withdrawm 

l‘be mere cliango of rcsideimti does not nlTcot the gUtUB of a [iroteeted [letson, unlcee 
ho has obtinncil prolcction tbrough serving in u Biitiali Cuiisuhilc, when, ns hm been 
nlfcaity poinkd oul, the jirutcetion afforded to him or lo Ins Inimcdiutc family will cease 
with ihu ccKsalioii of suck sci vicc, 

In cuuncction with ibis subject, I iiave lo call your nttenljoii to tiui llcgulationn 
framed in IBlib, in regard to tlie raeasnnj of prOtcclL-ju to bt: granlcj to tho dcscundnnls 
cl Hubsuui Jews wlio in 1841 ) were placed under the pratection of Her Majesty's Ctmsulfir 
tiflicers in Syria, 
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h'ortiifn O^cP ^0 Cflflifwf 

(No- 2d I'reat)*) Mircioa Q/ffcc, djirii 21, 1890. 

IN reply to yonr despatch NOd 1 , Treaty, ^(^he 5tb mslunt iuqumng 

wliethcr ft^iltiad J MdaebSno, a natnrallr/^d lirjti^ BriSlii 

bom at Constantinople, is entitled lo protection at Cairo 
am dlrtcted by tbc Marquis of Sfiil-^bury to mfomi you that tlic ‘’i^tmctions 
with refcrcnCG U> Mr. Melacbriim’s ease contained m the last peregrapli of ^ic 

No. 2 of tfe 23.J J»u.ry last should hocT. 

Sr^Tho fourth 000 British sutjoot], -*ho, .dltoogh 

,.on. ot Consmntinoplc, o*s of gA orisin.hc if 

as U Bfitlsb subiecL if he is not a Turkish subject by Ottoman Law. 

You will accordingly deal with Mr. Melachrino's case m accordance wi 1 
the inslructiuns as now^nmended. and yem should make a note in tlic 
t c dest atcli from this Office of the 23 rtl January that the direetioua^^ntamed 
hi tbc lU panignipb were mnended by Foreign Office despatch Wo. Treaty, at 

'unf'it tlic SCI* time, to iofonn you tlict tlie ioBtruclions cuiitniiiccl in 
tlic iLbovc-mcntioiiod liMimtch witli reference to tlic status ol 
Jiiituraliznj BrUisli subjects born out of Her dcioinioin ai)[jy ™'r ^ 

tlLc ill drill of neraoiis uatoraliicd under "Tho NalurobptK.i. Act, 1370 
Viet, ciipr ^4), and that children of naturalised Unmli 
cerlificates of^nnluralrMlon were'.iasued under the ^juturabsiatiou Act of I 44, 
nil mild not if born abroad, be rygistcrcd as British subjects, . . *■ f 

I am also to slate, for your euidance in (IcaliiiB with Hic ,“f 

BrUisb-ntctcctcd iierscus, thai natives of CyP^Snt'^S'' *''* "!j?^ 

Ottoman domitiioiis, ntc not to bo coBaiilereii BntiaU-imiUiClad iicraoiis within 

those iloraliiioas. ^ 

(SiKivcd) T. If. SANDERSON. 
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These Regulations prescribe “that all tliosc Russian Jews who were originally 
registered as heads of laniilics in or previous to the year 1849, and who have since 
continued to register themselves as British-protected persons, shall continue to eniov 
Jiritish protection during their lives this protection is also to bo extended to their 
widows, their male children until they have attained the age of 20, and their female 
children until they many. The same privileges to be extended to “all actual holders of 
certilicates who shall he over 50 years of age on tlie 1st January, 1835, and who received 
British protection prior to the 1st January, 1880. AH those persons, whether male or 
, resistered in or prior to the year 1849, but who were not then heads 

of families, and all persons ixigistcrcd hetween January 1850 and the 1st January 1880 
who shall he over 45 years of age on the 1st January, 1835, shall continue to’ eniov 
British protection during their lives. All Russian Jews not coming under any of the 
above categories shall receive notice that protection will be withdrawn from tlicin after 
five years from the 1st January, 1885. In future no pemon hitherto unprotected shall be 
admitted to British protection without the previously obtained sanction of Her Majestv’s 
AuiuassEKloi’, to he applied for by the Supoi'iiitendiiig Consul/’ 

1 Jiave now to enll your attention to tiic case of Youssef Meyer IlaraTi, wlioso name 
appears iri the Upturn of Subjects, * aod wlio is stated to I save been registered at 

Uiiro III virtue of a certificate granted to liicu at Dnniascus on the f2Sth January, 1380. 

Certificates were formerly granted to various incmbeis of tlic Haiarl family resident 
in difiereiit parts of the Ottoman dominions, hut the qtiestion of tlie nationality, and 
conscquciuiy ijf the amount of protcelmn (if any) to he afforded to tliis faniilv within those 


piotce.ca i ersona ) unless iic is iibic to produce positive proof' tlmt lie or Ids father was 
born in some part of^ the British cJomiiuons, A declaration to that effbet made hy a third 
pmty woidflj howcvci j not be deemed sufficient pmof of Itio fact* 

In the Return entillcEi *Mlritisli-protcctcd Subjects’* (which should, however, more 
corrcclly be desenbed as a Return of “ Britisli-pmtected Persons/* and should not contain 
the names of any British subjects as distlngnished from Turkish or other forei^T^n subjects 
under British pmtcction) the names of three memhers of tlio Mesciaca [MichiM family 
appear. ^ / j 

*riic claim to BrUisii protection made by this family, which is of loiiiiin origin, was 
under consideration ii short time ago, and it was decided t hat they could not be pi^otectcd.* 

Ihe case is known to J icr Majesty's Agency at Cairo, wlicre you can procure further 
particulars. 

With regard to the four natiirulixcd British subjects inscribed on tlie Register, one 
appears to liave been born tit Fcii, iii hlorocco, two in Urecce, and tlie f'ourih at Constan¬ 
tinople. 

It is not stated where they were naturalised. ' 

R nnturaliiiod in a Ikltisb Colony, their British nationality would not CKtond bovond 
the limits o! that Colony. ^ 

Lf naturalI in the United Kingdom, they would be entitled to British protection 
evciywherc, save in any country ol which they were subjects or cltiiiciis previous to their 
naiuratiZEdion, and even there, if they s lion Id iiavc legally divested themselves of their 
nattonnlity os subjects or citizens ot snob country. 

Ihe three ol them who were not born in the Ottoman dominions are therefore clearlv 
cnIitJed to protection as British subjects when in Cairo, if thev were naturalized in the 
United kingdom, but not otliervvise. 

As regards tlie fourth one, who, having been bom at Cnnsitantiuoplc, is of Otlomiin 
oiigm, he IS only entitled to [irolectiou as u Biliisii subject in Cairo provided ho has bv 
operation oi Ottoimm buy, censed to be a Turkish subject. 


I am, &c* 


* MemcimriutiJ, Ke|.Umber M ; to faniEly, 25 , IfiSS* 




